
  

CULTURE IS AT THE CENTER OF OUR LIVES  
 

LOOKING FOR A CLASS THIS SPRING? 
 

COURSE: Cultural Studies & Social Thought 
COMM. 416, WP 

WHEN: Spring 2011, Tuesday & Thursday, 10 - 11:50 a.m. 
5th Hour Arranged, Junior/Seniors 

 

Course Overview: 

This course introduces cultural studies from a historical and contemporary approach. It outlines the development and maintenance of 

cultural hierarchy. We will discuss various communication theories, public communication, and critical theory. In terms of 

communication, students will observe the role of communication in the context of cultural spaces and power. To illustrate the 

importance of voice, students will read personal stories, narratives, and research that relate to concepts discussed. Each person will be 

involved in public advocacy by being critical and active citizens. Sample topics of discussion will be in the areas of music/popular 

culture, cyberculture, media studies, consumer culture, identity, gender & sexuality, disAbility, race & ethnicity, globalization, etc. 

 

Course Mission: 

My mission is to create a safe teaching environment in which I teach from a “student-centered learning” perspective where the 

students’ voice is valued and encouraged through open dialogue. In this course, my aim is to establish an atmosphere where students 

may further develop their knowledge and civic responsibility of critical/cultural studies. Students will be encouraged to reflect about 

their own assumptions, biases, and stereotypes. Overall, I hope that each student will be able to critically evaluate the role of power 

through communication and how culture is socially constructed. 

Seeking: Students interested in learning about the role communication plays in the context of power and cultural spaces. 

 

Contact: DR. TARA PERRY, tara.perry@wwu.edu, please write Comm. 416 in the subject line of the e-mail. 

  

 

Student Benefits 

 

 Increase your cultural understanding  

 

 Create a public advocacy video project 

 

 Apply content to the workplace 

environment 

 

 Become active cultural citizens 

 

 View culture from a new perspective 

 

 Critique documentaries 
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